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Hindoos, he used to say that little real progress would be made until
Christian blood had been shed for the Faith.

3.  Anthony Francis.  This Father was a Portuguise and had studied at
Coimbra.    He entered the Society 1571.    He was accustomed to pray
daily for the grace of martyrdom, and it is said that while elevating the
Sacred Host at Mass on one occasion, he was supernaturally informed
that his prayer was answered.

4.  Francis Aranha.    Jesuit lay brother, came of a noble family of
Braga, Portugal.   He entered the Society, 1571, and being a very skilful
architect, was usefully employed in and around Goa in the erection of
churches and chapels.

Fr. Charles Sommervogel in his Bibliotheque de la Compagnie de
Jesus, informs us that an account of the above martyrdoms was given in
the letter addressed to Nunnuis Rodericus, Rector of Goa, and published
in Algambe's Mortes Illustres.

The cause of the Martyrs was commenced in 1600, but was still
pending in 1720, for in that year, according to our informant, a folio
(brochure?) appeared at Rome entitled: Summarium Super Dubiis an
constet de Martyrio et Causa Martyrii^ which must have been very useful
to the " Devil's Advocate! " The doubts raised on this subject in the
publication referred to, appear to have turned on the incident of the
destruction of the pagan pagodas, and other alleged acts of aggression
which would seem to have given the fact of the martyrdom really the
complexion of an act of war. However, in 1741, Benedict XIV declared
the case for martyrdom proved, though it was not until i6th April, 1893,
three hundred and ten years after their deaths, that the Martyrs of Cuncolim
were declared Blessed (Leo XIII). It is further related that the deaths
of the holy band were followed very speedily by the conversion of the
entire village, and that a well down which their bodies had been cast,
obtained miraculous qualities, which long made it a place of pilgrimage.
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EVEN at the present day, Abyssinia is more or less a mystery-land to
most people 1 The well-informed "man in the street" associates it
possibly with Dr Johnson's Rasselas and probably with Lord Napier of